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My being conſcious 
tomy lelffhow confuled- 
ly and intricately, 1] . # 
haue delinered my con- 
ceptions vato your lady- 
Shippe vpon the. ſcuerall 
| occaſions of difcourle. we 
haue had together concet- . 
ning that important ſub< - 
ie of what faith and reli +* 7 
gi0istherrue one to 4 L 
vs to cternall happinelle 
( wherein your Ladyshipp 
Ai 
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isfo wiſely and worthily 
quiſitueand{ ſollicitous) 
hath Begottenthrsfollow- 
ing writing; in the which 
I will, as nere as I can, 
ſumme -vp the heads of 
thoſe coſiderations I have 
ſomtimes diſcuſſed ©: vnto 
yeu in conueriation.' And 
I will bricfely and barely 
lay them before you with+ 
out any long enlargement 
vpon them ; as haueing a 
better opinion of che re- 
flections that y our Lady» 
—_— great vnderſtanding 
{trong reaſoning ſoule 
will by your ſelfe make 
_ the naked ſubie& 
incerely propoſed , then 
of any commentary 1 can 


_— 
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TS 
frame _ ſt. And indeed 


ſuch diſcourſes as theſe, 


aredeeperloked into,whE .; 


they are podered by apru- 
dentiall tudgement , then 
when they are examined ! 
by ſcientificall ſpecula- - 
tions. 601 i 
But with your leave I + 
Shall take the mattera 
little higher then where 
the chiefe difkculty ſee- 
meth to be , at which your 
Ladyshipp ſticketh; con- 
ceiuing that if we begin 
theroote and proceede on 
ſteppe by Reppe , weshall 
find our ſearch the calyer, 
andthe ſecurer, and our 
aſſent to the conclubons 
weullcolocy wither 


| 6 

more firmeand vigorours. 

We will therfore begin 
with conſidering Why 
faith and Religions need- 
full toaman,before wede- 
termine the meanes how 
to fand out the right 
faith : for that being once 
| ſerled inthe vnderſtading, 
we sball preſently withouc 
further diſputereie&t what 
Religio {oeuer is but pro- 
poled, that hathnot hoſ 
proprieties Which are re- 
quired to bring that to 
palle, thar Religioninits 
owne nature aymeth ar, 
And this nuſt bedone by 
taking a furuey of {ome of 
the yperations of a human 
ſouls , and of the unpceſ- 
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fionsmadeinit wo ob- 
ieQsit is conuerſant with» 
all, A 
1. Your Ladyshippm 

be pleaſedthe oo colerin 

the firſt place. Thatitis by 
nature ingrafted in the 
{oules of all mankinde to 
deſire beatitude. (By which 


word I meane an intire, , : 


perfe&t, and ſecure frui- 
tion of all ſuchobiects as 
one hath vehementaffec- 
tions vnto, Without mix- 
ture ofany thing one hath. 
averſion frem. ) :For the 
ſoule haueing a perpetuall 
aQtiuity inir, mult neceſla- 
nly haueſomething to en- 
tertaine it ſelfeabout :and 


according 


A wj 


to the -rwo -- 


v 

chiefe powers of it (which 
are the vnderſtanding and 
the will ) it employeth it 
Clfe, firſt inthe ſearch and 
inueſtigatio of what is true 
and good ; and then, ac- 
cording to the iudgement 
it maketh ofit,thewill fol- 
loweth and with affetios 
raſpeth at it, which it it 
ppen toſerze vpon, the 
foule is at contcnt and at 
reſt; butyf it mille, itis vn- 
mer, and laboureth with 

| vehemence to :com- 
= it: and if any thing 
appen that is repugnant 
tothe nature of ir, it yieth 
all induſtry and efficacious 
meanes to ouercome and 


banishit:ſotharall the acy 
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tions and motions of ix, 
rend togaine contentment 
and beatitude. ra gou) 

2. Inthenextplaceyau 
may pleaſeto conſider that 
this full beatitude which 
the ſoule thirſteth after, 
cannot be enioyed in this 
life. For it isapparent,that 
intelleCtuall - goods', as 
{ciece, contemplationand 
fruition of ſpirituall ob+» 
iects and contentments, in 
theire owne naturearethe 
chiefe goods of theſoule, 
andaffet her much more 
ſtrongly and violently rhE 
corporall and {+ ones 
can doe :forthey aremore 
agrecableto her nature, id - - 
thackaes moue hep-more 


_ 
efficacioully when they 
are duely reliched. Bur 
ſuch intelle&uall goods 


cannot be —_— relis- 
hed and inioyed as long as 
the ſoule is immerſed in 
the body , by reaſon that 
the ſenfuall appetite ma- 
keth continuall warr. a- 
ainſt therationall part of 

the loule; andin molt men 
maſtereth {gt , and in the 
erfecteſt, this carthly ha- 
bitation doth foe drawe 
downe and clogge and 
benumme the hat, inha- 
biranr of it. (which would 
allwayes buſie it ſelfe in 
lime contemplations ) 
as it may beſayd tobebut 
12a ayle whilesit refideth 
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heere. And experiencec6- 
firmeth vnto vs, that the 
lparkes of knowledge Wwe | 
aine heere are not pure; © 
ut haue the nature of ſalt 
water, that increaſeththe 
thirſt in them who drinke 
moſt ofit ; and we ſwal- 
lowe the pureſt ſtreames 
likemenin adroplie, who 
the more they drinke are 
ſtill che greedier of more. 
Therfore to haue 'this 

reedinefle of knowin 
atished , and to ce 
the powers of our {oule in 
the pure and abſtrated 
contemplation of truth, 
and in ths ſincere fruition 
or, pirinsll obiets , We ©. 
haue paticace vabull 


- 
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$she arrine vnto an- other 
Nate of life, wherein being 


ſeparated from all corpor 
| red feces , impediments , 


and contradiftions , she 
may wholly giue herſelfe 
vp to that which is her 
naturall operation , and 
from whencereſulterh her 
true and perfect delight. 
Beſides , cuen they who 
haugattaynedto the grea- 
teſt bleſſings (bothinward 
and outward ) that this 
world can aff orde, yet are 
_ farrfrom bein complete- 
ly happy : for that ſtate ad- 
mitteth noe mixture ofthe 
contrary , which who was 
euer yet free from, were 
his fortune "never {o'{pe- 


a ” 
* 
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cions ? The very feate:of 
looſing them, that wiſh 
allwayes necflanily*: ac>t |; 
compagny - thoſe bleb- * 
ſings, 1s {ucha ſpoonefull: | 
of gall ta make their: * 
whole draught bitter, as: -} 
that alone \ muſt needes 
take of the edge and vi» | 
gu of:vhe: contentment |} 

at elſe wy might en- | 
loy. Howittle can any | 
mats relish the obie&s of - 
delight which with nevec ' 
ſo great affluence: ;beſet | 
him roundabout, whenhe 
wang” Some D004 
uy {word : Da 
& grin got Fe 


fall”, a. ter ſenet 
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him from them 2 A litle 
diſtemper ; an accidentall 
feaucy; ang ill mingled 
* draught (facha oneas the 
miracle of witt and lear- 
ning Lucretius mett with- 
all ) is enoughto'turnethe 
braines of the wile man 
that is, and in afew houres 
- to bhlott out all theſe no- 
_ ws hath bin -. his 
1y ouring to poſllelle 
himſelfe of, and Ru render 
"= bimofa more abic&, and 
£8 deſpicable condition then 
» themeanc(t wretch luing 
*F &thathath but the common 
08 vicofreaſon.)The Genius 

| That prefideth over hu- 
 manaffaires, delighteth in 


perperuall chabyes and 


yariation of x fortunes, 
fothar hewho late ſate'en- 
throned in greateſt dignt- 
ty, is all of a ſuddaine pre- 
Cipitated head - long vnto 
a condition moſt oppolite 
therunto : he thar but yel- 
terday had all his 1oyesen- 


'- hrged and ſwelled vp to 


their full height. by the 
communication 'of a per- 
fet and - entires friend 
( without which.canthere 
byany trueioye? ) hath to 
day loſt che -comforrt of 
all that the wortd canaf- 
ford him by the irrecoue- 
rable lofle of that one 
friend. Ina word , death 
growing dayly vpon/himy 
and encroaching vpou his 


1:6 
outworks, and by houres 
reducing wr into a nar» 
rower / ctrcle;, at lein 
ſrizeth'ypon bale Big 
maketh. an ecrnall di- 
_ a him and 
What was deareſt to hi 
o_ (ol Lak l _ 
$3 CG rnext.cohfiderati 
thon $hall 'be Cone 
What Will reſult out of our 
Iwifte paſſadge through 
this vayle of miſcrics,and 
what impreſſions we shall 
carry okay -out of this 
3+ lince we can- 
not ſulpet it is aioumey 
agned vejavane, bei, 

© < 


and natur 


J - 


=P 
mankinde, and the ineui- 
tablethrough-farefor eue- 


manin particular. Ther- 


fore to proceed on in this 


methode , our third con- 
cluſion shall be, that whar 
ſoeuer iudgemetthe ſoule 
once frameth in this life, 
that indgement and that 
aftetion will perpetually 
remaine un the foule, vn- 
lefle ſome contrary im- 

reſhon be made in it to 

lot it out ; Which only 
hath power to expell any 
former one. For iudge-- 
ments and affections are 
Cauſed ina man by theim- 
preſſion that the obie&s: 
make in his ſoule: and al. 
I AT 
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inany operation whatſoe- 
uer ( bet neuer {oforcible 
in action ) is but to pro- 
duce a reſemblance of it 
ſelfe in the (ubieCt it wor- 
kethvpon; and rherefore 
it excludech nothing that 
it findeth formerly there 
which in our calc 1s the 
{oule ) valeſle it be ſome 
ſuch impreſſion as is in- 
compatible with what it 
untendeth to effect there ; 
or that the ſubicct is not 
large enough , both to re- 
taynethe old and receaue 
the new; in Which caſethe 
firſtfiuſt be blotted out to 
make roome for the lat- 
ter. But of udgements, and 
aftections , none are "hs 
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copatible to oneanother, 
buc thoſe that are directly 
oppoltte to oneanother by 
contradiQtion : Therfoze 
only ſuch haue powerto 
expell one another ; and, 
all that are nat fuch, ate 
unmediatly vnited to the 
very ſubſtice ofthe ſoule, 
which hauing an-infinite 
capacity , it can neuer be 
filled by any limited ob- 
iets, whatſocuer : fo thar 
they alwayesrelide in the 
ſoule, although they doe 
notatall tymes appearemn 
outward att ; which pro- 
ceedeth from hence , that 
new and other images are 
by the fancaſie repreſented 
to the ſoule, andsheſee- _ 
| Bij 
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meth to buſy herſelfe one- 
ly abour what she findeth 

there:which being butone 
diſtinct Fmage at a tyme 
(for corporalt organs haue 
limited comprehenſions, 
andafre quickly filled with 
coin fpecies)sherher- 
upon ſeemeth to exerciſe 
but one 1ndgement; or but 
one affeCtio at atyime. But 
aS{oone as the foule $hall 
be releaſed out of the bo- 
dy (which is kkeadarke 
prifon-to wall it in} then 
She - will at one and 'the 
ſime infant * actual 
knowe and loue allthoſe 
things she knewe, and 1o- 
ned 11 the body ; with on-"' 
ly thisdifference, thathec 
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knowledges will then be 
much more diſtint and 
perfect , and her affe- 
ions much more ve- 
hement then they were 
in this life, by 1-48 that 
her coniun&ion heere 
with refiſtent matter was a 
burden, and acloggevnto 
her,and hindered the acti- 
uitie and force of her ope- 
rations, T hedifference of 
theſeſtates, may in ſome 
meaſure beilluſtrated by a 
groſle id materiall exaple: 
Repreſent vnto your lelfe 
aman Walled ypina darke 
tower , that is fo clole as 
noe ayre nor light can 
come into 1t , excepring 
only atone liccle hole, and 

B uy | 
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that hole tooaffordeth no 
cleare and free pallage to 
the fight, but hatha thick 
and muddy glaſle before 
it. Now ifthis man wauld 
looke vpon any of the ob- 
ies that are abour this 
tower, he mult gett them 
to be placed ouer: againlt 
that hole, vnto which he 
mult lay hiseye; andthen, 
he can diſcerne but one at 
atime, and that but dim- 
mely nether ,andit he will 
{ee (cuerall bodies, it muſt 
be by ſo many ſeuverall ite- 

raicd ates as they are in 

number. Bur ſuppoſe ſome 

Earthquake or exteriour 

Vioience to breake a fin- 

Ecr and throwe downe to 
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the ground the wals of this 
tower , leauing the man 
vntonched and vnhurt; 
then at one inſtant , and 
with-one calt of hiseyes, 
he beholdeth diſtinaly , 
clearly,id at eaſc,all thoſe 
ſeuerall obies thar with 
ſo much labour and tyme 
he tooke but amiſtakinge 
luruey of before. 

4. The fourth conſidera- 
tion shall be , that after the 
firſt inſtant wherein the 
ſouleis ſeparated from the 
body , she is then in her 
nature no longer ſubie& 
ot liable to any new um- 
preſſion mutatis or chige 
whatſocuer. Fortharwhich 
Should cauſe any ſuch of 

8. - ob 
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fe&, muſt be -"M a mate- 
riall or a ſpirituall agent: 
But a materiall one cannot 
worke vpon it, forthat re- 
quireth quantitie in the 
_ , Whereby it may 
eapplyeduntoit to exer- 
ciſe ts operation yponit:: 
Nor ci any {puituall aget 
cauſe any {ucceſſhon of 
new alteration ; But all 
that ſpirits worke one vp6 
another is done at 'once 
andat one wſtant ; which 
we sha ecrmetheclea- 
rer by ©xuuning the rea- 
ſon why there is ſucceſſion 
and tyme taken vp inthe 
alteratios thatarewrought 
amongſt materiall things 4 
for m them, by reaſon of 


ar a 
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their quantity that cauſeth 
an ra. ey 9 and diſtance 
of the parts, the agent,all- 
chonph ic haue aeuer ſo 
much diſpoſition and efli- 
cacy to Worke, muſt haue 
his ſeuerall parts applyed 
tothe ſeuerall parts of the 
patient by locall motion; 
which requireth tyme for 
the performance thereof, 
And beſides, euen in the 
agent itſelfe, the grolle- 
neſſe id heaumeſle of the 
matter giueth anallay and 
cog to the aCtiuity 
of the forme , - and asit 
were pulleth ic backe 
whiles it is 2 ation. But 
this is not fo in |{pirituall 
ſubſtances , and therfore _ 
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we may conclude that a- 
mongtheminthe {ame in- 
ſtant that the agent is diſ- 
poſed to worke,theattion 
4s performed, for on his 
part there is nothing tore- 
tarde 1t, nor is there requi- 
red any locall motion 
which should take vp 
tyme ; and likewiſe by the 
Rh reaſon , in the very 
inſtant-that the patient is 
diſpoſed to receiue any 
impreſſion, it is wrought 
init: Andthus ,allthough 
there were neuer ſo many 
agents, and euery one of 
themto ps neuer ſo 
many actions, they would 
be all done, and endedin 


ox andthe lame inſtant, 
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5. The next confidera- 
tion Shall be, that thoſe 
erſons whoin this world 
fad ſtrong and predomi- 
nant affections to ſenſible 
and materiall obie&s ; and 


 dyedinthar ſtate ; shall be 


eternally miſerable in the 
next, for by what we haue 
layed , it appeareth thar 
thoſe affections will eter- 
nally remaine in the ſoule; 
and thatafter the ſeparatis 
ofit fromthe body , they 
can neuer be blotted out 
ofit, or changed; Andthe 
afteftions of-a ſeparated 
{oule are much more ar- 
dent and vehement then 
whiles it is in the body. ._ 
But it is impoſſible chey 


-2.8 
should euer attaynein that 
Nate tothe fruitio of what 
they ſoviolently conetand 
loue, and yet for its lake 
they negle& all _ other 
goods Whatſocuer that 
they might haue, whoſe 
beauty and excellecy , not- 
withſtanding they plainly 
diſcerne | ; they cannot 
choole therfore but exe- 
crate themſelues for their 
fondly miſplaced ( yet the 
eternally neceſlary) affec- 
tions , and pine awaye( if 
{oI may lay ) with perpe- 
tall angutsh and deſpaire 
ofwharthey ſo impatient- 
ly , and entagedly defire 
and ucuer can obtayne, 


6, The .fxt conſidera» 
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tion Shall be, that to be 
happyinthenexr life, one 
mult not ſertle their pre- 
dominant aff-Qions ypon 
any creature whatſocuer, 
or any good that we. can 


naturally attayne to the 
knowledye of in this life. 


4 For what naturall good 


| 
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ſocucer we lone or enioy 


' here, we muſt by death be 


dmorced from, and ( as we 
haue fayd _ ) that ſe- 
ation Will cauſe per 
al hero bocanle the 
affections ' remaine vn- 
chigcable. Andallthough 
we Frould place our felt- 
city innaturailknowledge 
or any other. intel|[e&uall 
good Whatlocuer, yet chat. 
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cannot ſatisfy the defi- 
res and fill the capacity 
of the ſoule ,: lA it be 
neuer {o perfeatly en- 
toycd : for they are inh- 
nite; aud this can be colle- 
&ed but out of particular 
obictts ( for the whole 
created vniuerſe is but ſo) 
and therfore they hold no 
proportiotogether; butthe 
foule haueingnothing elſc 
to fill it withall, allthough 
itshould nat betormented 
with the former mentio- 
ned corroſiues of prepo- 


ſerous affeftions , yet it 


canot be atreſtand quiet, 
andthethirſt of it ſatisfied 


by that dropp of waterin 


T; 
compariſon of the yehe- 
ment ardor of it. 

And thus it followeth , 
that ether man was not 
created for a determinate 
end, and for a [tate conue- 
nient for his nature, and 
able to fatishe the origi- 
nal} appctences of his 
toule ; -or at the leaſt, no 
mi can by naturall meanes 
arriue to the end and pe- 
riod of happinelle, 

7.Butnow to proceedein 
the purſuance of this me- 
chod of realoning , andto 
follow hence forward the 
condutt of a ſupernarurcall 
guide , ſince nature quit- 
teth vs here,haucingleadvs 
on as long as she Was able 
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to ſee; we may in the ſea- 
uenth place conſider that 
God when he created 
man did not afhgne him 
to remainein the ſtate of 
neg nature, but did out of 
eſle'and liberali- 
ry X kinvs ſomething v 6 
him 'that exceeded 
g__ his nature- For 
e, the firſt part of the 
ceedent conſequence 
would follow; which were 
not only impious , butab- 
furd toifay , to wholoeer 
confidereth the infinite 
goodneſle, wiſedome and 
omnipotency of God. 'For 
6 heate bein eflentiall to 
fire, cannor bur «gn 
heate- n W hatſoener it 


hath 
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application vnto; ſo God 


being in his owneeſlence 
goodnelle it felfe, cannor 
choſe but dog vnto what- 
ſoeuer proceedeth from 
him , all that good which 
the nature of 1t 1s Capable 
of ; ( whether by nacucall 
or ſupernaturall meanes )- 
and his wiſedome can rea- : 
dily contriue the meanes 
to bring that to paſſe 
which his goodnefle diſ- 
poſeth him to doe; And 
his omnipotency as eaſily 
aterh what his other two 
attributes haue proiefted ; 
ſo that there wanting an 


infinit obiect coſatisfy the - 


infinite capacity of the 
{oule, and without which 
C 
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che muſt beerernally miſc- 
rable; it remayneth , that 
he who gaue that capaci- 
ty, mult allo afforde the 
obie, andaſligne meanes 
how to compatleand gaine 
it. All which we haueall- 
ready prouedis out of the 
reach of nature to diſ- 
cerne: and therfore it fol- 
loweth of conſequence, 
that the author of nature 
muſt endowe man with 
ſome ſupernaturall pittes, 
if he be inahfitdiſpoſition 
to receaue them which 

may bring him to the 

ſupernarurall end hewas 

created for. 


$ Our eight concluſ 
Shall bethac of cheſs _ 
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naturall giftes , the firik 
and the ground and foun- 
dation of all the reſt, is . 
faith. For we haueallready 
determined that we can- 
not by any naturall meanes 
artaine'to the knowledge 
of any vbicct that mayren- 
der vs completely happy 
in the -next Fife 3 And yet 
fuch knowledge muſt be 
had , to the end that we 
may direct our aCtionsta 

aine the fruition of thar 
obict. Thertfore there 15 
no way lef: to compailz 
this, but by the in- 
ſtruſtions and diſcipline of 
ſome Maſter whole good- .. 
nelle and knowledge we 
can no Waycs doubt of ; by - 
CY 
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which two perfeCtions in 
him, 'we may be ſecure 
that he nether can be de- 


' ceaued himſelfe , nor will 


deceauevs, Nowthedoc- 
Arcine that ſuch a Maſter 
Shall tcach for ſuch an 
ende, we call faith. 

. 9. Inthe ninth place we 
muſt determine that this 
Maſter muſt be God and 
man. For firſt by our diſ- 
courſe vpon naturall prin 
ciples , we haue proued, 
that to auoide miſery in 
the next life, we muſt deny 
our lenſes the content and 
larisfaQtiory that they na- 
rurally dehire in corporall 

things, and that we muſt 

withdrawe our affetions 

fromall mateciall obiects: 
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And next We haue collec- 
ted that the obieR which 
we muſt know andloue to : 
behappy,dothexceedothe 
reach and view of anycrea- 
ted vnderſtanding to dil- 
cerne: Therfore we may 
ſafely conclude that this 
doQrine ought to be deli- 
nered vnto vs originally 
by God himſelfe, Forafter 
the firſt branch, which is 
of withdrawing our affec- 
tions from ſenſible goods; 
allthough oat of natucall 
principles that do@rine 1s 
to be collected, yerthatis 
not a ſufficient mieanesto 
ſetrle mankinde in 'gene- 
rall , in the belicfe of it: 
For the diſcourſe that pro” 
C iij 
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ucthit , isfuch an abſtrac- 
ted one, as very fcw are 
capable of it , being that ir 
requireth both a mature 
age to beable to reaſon {9 
( before which tyme many 
dye) and likewiſe ſtrong 
and vigoroux powers of 
the ndccligtn which 
weſtzemore doe want then 
are indowed withall : 
And,beſides, of thoſethar 
hauc. both yeares and ca- 
pacity to Wielde ſuch 
thoughts , there areſofew 
that are not ina manner 
forced away from ſuch in- 
reliour recollections by 
their particular vacations 
andthe naturall neceſſities 
they are obliged vnto; as 


| 39 
to beate it ont by them- 
ſelnes is not a {ficient 
meanes to ſerue mankind 
in this caſe. And tothinke 
that thoſe few who haue+ 
ing great partes , may With 
much labour haue attay*- 
ned to the knowledge 
therof , should inſtruct 0* 
thers that are ſimplerand 
are taken vp by other im- 
ployments and courſes of 
life, were very irrationall ; 
finceno man , be he neuer 
{owiſe, is ſuch but may be 
deceiued ; and then , how 
can it be expeCted that an- 
other man should without 
ſenſible demonſtcarion be- 
licue his ſingle word 1n 2 
matter {a c6trary to lent, 

| C my 
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and wherein he mult for- 
goe ſo great contentiments 
and preſent vrility ? 

And for the other 
branch, whichis in the in- 
' itru@ng mankinde con- 
cerning the right obiet 
that heistoknow and loue 
to be happy , thar is allto- 
gether out of the reache 
of any man whatſoeuer by 
himſelfe to diſconer ; and 
therfore much lefle can he 
in his ownenameinſtru& 
others therin': And if any 
man should goe about to 
doeſo , and to introduce 
anew doarine of faith not 
formerly heard of, draw- 
ing the arguments for con- 


&rmation therof onely owt 
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of his owne ratiocination .... 


and diſcourſe ; that alone , 
were enough to conuince 
him of fallſehoode ; ſince 
he should thereby vnder- 
take to know what were - 
impoſlible for him of him- 
ſelte to attayne to the 
knowlodgeof. 

Therfore it is neceſlary 
that theauthor of the doc= 
trineWe mult belicue , the 
wears of the _ 
we muſt performe ; 
the pro iſer of the tre 
nel we may hope tor , be 
God himlelfe ; who onely 
knoweth of himlſelfe o_ 
is ſayed 1 marters of theſe 
natures , and who onely is 
nether liable robe decei- 
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ued, nor can deceive 0- 
thers ; as being the prime 
verity it lelfe. 

But becauſe the weake- 
neſle of our intelle&uall | 
nature is ſuch, whiles we | 
remaine here in our earth- 
ly are — ay 
in our houſes of cy, as we 
cannot lift yp our heauy 
and drowheeyes, id ſted- 
dily fixe our dimme fight 
vpon the dazeling and 1n- 
deed inuiſible Deity , nor 
entertaine an immediate 
communication with him 
( likethechildre of Iſrael, -, 
who deſired that Moſes , 
not6od might {peakevnto 

them)it wasnecellary that 


God kimlclte should del- 
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cend to ſome corporall 
lubſtance that might be 
more familiar and lefle da- 
zeling vnto vs; And none 
Was G conuenient as hu- 
mane nature , to the end 
that, he might not onely 
conuerle freely and fami- 
liarly with vs, and ſo in 
a gentle anda (weeteman- 
ner: teach ys what we 
Should doe;zbutalſo preach 
voto vs by his example, 
and himſelfe be our leader 
inthe way that he inſtruc- 
ted vs to take.,: The con- 
chafion then of this diſ- 
courſe, is , that it Was ne- 
man,should comeinto the }. 
warldto teach vs whatto 


-— 
belieue and what to doe. 

10, Thetenth conclu- 
ſion shall be, that thoſe 
vnto whom Chriſt did 
ummediatly preach this 
faith , and vnto whome 
he gaue commiſſion to 
_ it vnto others and 
pread it - through the 
world , aftet he aſcended 
to heauen;ought to be be- 
lieued as firmely as' he 
himſelfe. The reafort of 
this aſſertion1s , that their 
doCtiine, though irbe te - 
lnered ' © by+ ſecontiary 
mourthes ,'yet it procee- 
derh;from theſamefoun« 
taine: which is God him« 
lelfe, that isthe prime ve« 
uy , and camnbt deceive, 
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nor be decciued, But all 
the difhiculty here.inis, to 
know who had this imme» 
diate commiſſion - from 
Chriſt, and by what ſcale 
we Should nee it to 
haue bin no forged one. 
The ſolutionof this ariſeth 
out of the ſame argument 
which proneth that Chriſt 
himſelte was God, and 
thatthe do@rine he taught 
was tuc and dine; Which 
is, the miracles and wors 
kes hedid , exceeding the 

ower of nature , and that 
could be effeted by none 
but by God bmilclfe: for 
he being truth it ſelfe,can- 
not by any ation imme - 
diatly proceeding from 
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him, witneſle and confir - 
mea fallehoode : Inlike 
manner the Apoſtles do- 
ing ſuch admirable workes 
and miracles as nether by 
naturenor by art magicke 
could be brought to paſle, 
that muſt neceſlanly in- 
ferreGod himlſclfe.coope- 
rated with them to witiftie 
what they ſayd;it is euider 
that their dorine (which 
was not their owne, but 
receaued - from Chriſt ) 
muſt be true and Di- 
uine. 

11. Te eleauenth conclu- 
ſion $hall be, that this 
_ thus taught by Chriſt 
and Propagated by the 
Apoltlcs and Waryro 


mankinde to beliene (as 
well that part of icrywhich 
is written, as the Whole 
which is not) dependeth 
intrinſecally vpon thete- 
ſtimony ofthe Catholi-ke 
Church ; whichis orday - 
ned to conſerue and geli- 
uer it from age toage. (By 
whichCathdlike Church, 
I meane the congregation 
of the fairhfull that is 
ſpread through - out the 
Whole world) for we haye 
proued before , that the 
way tothe true faith ought 
to be open and playneto 
all men, of all abilicies, 
and inall ages, that hauca 
defire to embrace it; and 
this caunot .be but erlace 
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by the immediate preach - 
ing of Chriſt ; orelſe by 
the information ( ether in 
writing or by word of 
mouth ) ofthem that lear- 
nedit from him, and their 
delmering it ouer to 0- 
thers, and{ofrom hand to 
hand ynull eu particular 
tyme you Wil pitch vpon, 
But from Chris var 
mouth, none could haue 
it but thoſe who lived in 
the age when hedid, ther- 
forethereremainethno o- 
ther meanesito haue it de- 
rtined downs to after ;ages 
then by thisdelivery ouer 
from hand to hand of the 
whole congregation of fa- 
thers- or elders diſperſed 
throughout 
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throughout the world , to 
the whole congregation 
of ſonnes or youngers 
which courſe of deducin 
faith from Chriſt we c 
tradition, {o that this con- 
cluſion proueth that che 
Church is the conſeruer 
both of the whole dos 
@rine of faith necell: 
for ſaluarion, and likewiſe 
of the divine writ dictated 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
written by the Prophetes, 
Euangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
which we-are alſo bound 
to belieue. And the ſame 
aſlenc that we are to give 
tothe trurh of Sctiptures 


(that is to ſay , that the - -- | 


Scriptures We haue arc 
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true Scriptures ) the very 
| fame we are to giue to 
other articles of faith pro- 
poled vnto vs by the 
Church : for they alike 
depend of the fameautho- 
rity; whichis the veracity 
of the Church propoſing 
and delivering the vntovs 
to be belicued. And we 
may as well doubt that the 
Church hath corrupted 
the Scriptures, asthat she 
hath corrupted any article 
of fayth. 

12. The twelueth con- 
cluſion $hall be that into 
the Catholike Church 
noe falle doftrine in any 
age can be admitted or 
creepe 1h, thatis to fay, 
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no falſe propoſition what- 
ſoeuer can ever be recei- 
ued and imbraced by the 
Catholike Church as a 
propoſition of faith, For 
whatſocuer the Church 
belecueth as a propoſition 
of faith , is vpon this 
ground, that Chniſttaughe 
Kas ſuch vntothe Church 
he planted himſelfe , and 
ſoit leftir in truſte to be 
by it delivered ouerto the 
next age. And the reaſon 
_ why : 4 preſent Church 
belicueth any propoſition 
to be of faith , is Hemi 
the immediate preceeding 
Church,of the age before, 


delivered it as ſuch. And J. -. 


lo yourmay driueit on fro 
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age to age vntill you 
come to the Apoſtles and 
Chriſt, Therefore to haue 
any falſe propoſition of 
faith admitted into the 
Churchin any age , doth 
Suppole. that all they of 
that age muſt vnanimous- 
ly conſpire to deceiue 
their children and youn- 
gers , telling them that 
they weretaught by theire 
fathers to belieue , as of 
faith , ſome propolition 
which indeed they were 
not. W hich being umpoſſi- 
ble ( as it will eutdently 
appeare to any prudent 
perſon that shall reaſona- 
bly ponder the matter ) 


that ſo many men ſpread 
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throughout the whole 
world, ſo different in their 
particular intereſts and 
endes,and of ſuch various 
diſpoſitions and natures, 
Should allagreetogetherin 
the forgery of any preciſe 
lye; it is impoſſible that 
any falſe do&rine should 
Creepe into the Church. 

Bur becauſe the force of 
this argument may perad- 
uenture notappeare at the 
firſt fight ro your Lady- 
Shipp , that happily hath 
not had much occaſion to 
make deepe refle&ion 
vpon the certainty tha. 


. muſt needs be in theafle- 


veration of any hiſtory of 
matter of fact ſubiedt to 
NT. 
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the ſenſe, which Shall be 
made by a great compa- 
ny of men ſodiſtant from 
one another, and of fuch 
different intereſts and 
affetions as they cannot 
conſpire together in the 
forgery of a falſehood; 
Bur that you may happily 
thinke , ſince any ons 
manis lyable to be decei- 
ued,or out of ſome indire& 
end may beiuduced to de- 
ceiueanother,it is alſo pol- 
{ible that a whole multi- 
tude of men ( be it neuer 
ſo great) conſiſting of par- 
ticular men , mayallſode- 
celue or be deceiued:I will _ 
therefore for a further de- 
claration of this manter, 
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propoſe for the thirteenth 
Concluſion , that fayth 
thns delivercd, is abſolut- 
ly more cettaine and in- 
fallible then any nacurall 
ſcience whatſocuer. And 
yet ſciences are fo cer: 
taine( I meane ſuch as de- 
pend of experienceand de- 
monlſtration ) as he were 
not a rationall man that 
Should refuſe his aflent 
vnto them : And conſe- 
quently he would incurre 
thelike cElurethart should 
not yicld credCce to faith, 
in this manner propoſed 
vnto him. In the proote 
of this concluſion I mult 


vie two wordes appropria- . .. 


ted to philoſophy ( to Wis 
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matter and forme) which 
is contrary to my 1nten- 
tion at the firſt, which 
was to abſtaine from 
all termes of artificiall 
learning , and make onely 
a familiar ' diſcourſe that 
should require no precee- 
dent helpe of ſtudy, but 
onely a clcere and ſtrong 
iudgement ( ſuch as yours 
is ) to Weigh the ſtrength 
of the reaſons : Butt I am 
the lefle ſcrupulous to 
auoide theſe words, be- 
cauſe I know your La : 
vnderſtandeth what is 
meaned by them;and they 
haue often occurred in 
our diſcourſes, To come 


then to the examination 
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of this cocluſis, I fay, that 
faith dependeth on theſe 
two propoſitions 3 firſt, 
that whatſocuer - God 
fayth is true; Next , that 
God fayd this ( whatſo- 
euer it be) that is deliuered 
thus by the tradition of 
the Church. For the for- 
mer of theſe aſſertions, 
there is noe doubt made 
by any fide ; fince all a- 
gree that God being the 
prime verity , Whatſoeuer 
proceedeth immediatlyfrs 
him muſt neceſlarily be 
more infallible then any 
colleQions made from 
creatures ether by expe- 
rience or ratiocination of _ 
men. The ſecond afleruon 
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I shallallſo proue to be 
more infall:ble then any 
ſuch colle@&ions ; in this 
manner. Among materall 
things, that are ſubie@ to 
tyme and place, and are 
here in the ſphere of con- 
traries , and of ation and 
os , although the 
awes that gouerne them 
are in the generall certaine 
(elſeno ſcience could be 
acquired of them} yet in 
the particular they are 
ſubiet to contingency 
and defe&ion from thoſe 
lawes; which contingency 
doth proceed from the re- 
liſtence of the matter, and 
the contagion and le- 
proly (if lo I may fay) 
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that the matter infe&teth 
the forme withall; which, 
wereit not for that,'would 
allwayesconſtantly worke 
the ſame effett th all oca- 
fions : and according as 
the forme hath fn particu- 
lar more or leſle predomi- 
nance ouer the matter, the 
contingency and defedt in 
them from the true nature 
of that bady conſidered in 
his perfeCtion,is the grea- 
ter or the lefler. Lett vs 
illaſtrate this by an exam- 
ple: According tothe or- 
dinary doctrine of Philo- 
{ophers in the Schooles, 
wecolle@& by many partt- 
cular experiences, thatthe __ 
nature of fire proceedings 


CO 
from the foxme of it , is to 
alcend ; and of them we 
frame a generall doarine 
that fire 1s the lighteſt of 
all the elements, and that 
his naturall place is aboue 


them all: yer we ſeethat” 


when the forme of hire is 
introduced into grofleand 
terreſtriall matter , K 1s 
wrelſted from his ownena- 
turall inclination , and 1s 
forced , in ſeed of aſcen- 
dind , thento deſcend ; as 
when wood, iron, earth- 
coale, and ſuch other ter- 
reſtriall matter is ſett on 
fire : And it is more or 
lefle violented from his na- 
all place , according as 


rur 
the ſubic@ ic reſiderh in, 
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hath more or leſſe power 
oucr it, and is more or lefle 
materiall : for it sheweth 
more of his leuity and na» 
turall propeſion to aſcend, 
whenit ſetteth an oyly, or 
ayery {ubſtance on fireand 
hcoaketh vp in flames,the 
when meetingwith a more 
marteriall idterreſtriallſub- 
ſtance, as wood, it rurneth 
it intoacoale, Now to ap- 
ply this to our purpoſe, I 
tay,that of all formes what- 
{ocuer that are ioyned to 
matter , the nobleſt and 
molt eleuated aboue the 
foeculency of matter , is 
the ſoule of man : for it 1s 
notonely the formeof the _ _ 
nobleſt materiall creature 
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that is; but beſides that , it 
is ſo full of efficacy as it 
even ouerfloweth the ca- 
acity of matter,whichnot 
__— toimbibe (as 1 
may {ay)andtakeit vpall, 
it hath a particular ſ(ubſ1- 
ſence beloging toit ſelfe; 
from whencePhuloſophers 
proue the immortality of 
it. Therefore we may 1a- 
fely conclude that man- 
kinde,intheoriginallappe- 
tencesand naturall deſires 
of his ſoule,is leſle ſubiet 
to contingency , and mote 
ſecure from hauing his na- 
cure COLLU ted and peruer- 
ted from his due courſe, 
then any other materiall 
Creature Whatſoener is in 


—— 
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the performance of thoſe 
a&tions that proceed from 
the aCtiuity of his forme; 
and ſo con{equently,being 
conſidered wm penerall , 
proceedeth ef, certainly 
and infallibly to the pur- 
ſuance thereof ; and it is 
wwpoſſible itshoald fall of 
from ics ownenature, and, 
ſuffer that tobe no 
Shed in it ; although in 
ſome particulars , by the 
immerſion in matter and 
the terrene habitation 1. 
dwellcth in , ſome ſoule 
may be drawne or rather 
wrelſtcdto a contrary byas 
vntothat which originally 
nature implanted mn It. 
Nowtheprimary originall 
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natural appetence of mans 
foule, isthe loue of truth; 
which it vehemently deſft- 
reth, and is allwayes vn- 
quiet id ardEtinthe ſearch 
of it vpon What occaſion 
locucr ,andisneuer appea- 
{ed andat eaſe, vnnll she 
haue found it out ; which 
Shenoe ſooner hath done, 
but the violence she was 
inis calmed; sheis conten- 
ted ; and $he ſetleth her 
ſclfe to repoſe , as hauing 
arrived to her center and 
naturall place of reſt ; 
wherein $She continueth 
enioying the chaſe 

che hath made, varill forme 

new occaſion of diſquiſi- 

fon (tir her VP againei in 

Which 
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which she vfeth the ſame 
induſtry and eagernes as 
before. Andthuswe plai- 
nely {ee that the acquiſi- 
tion of truth is that which 
the ſoule in enery ation 
naturally aymethart, as fire 
dothto aſcend ; and dete- 
ſeth fallchood , as flames 
ſuffer violence to bereuer- 
berateddownewards.Ther- 
fore , allthough any par- 
ticular man may haue his 
ſenſes or fantaſie {o depra- 
ued as to take imperfect 
and maymed impreſſions 
of outward obiccts; or the 
powers of his vnderſtand- 


ing ſaweake as to make }_ .. 


prepoſterous and dilor- 
derly colle&tions our of 
E 
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them; or his iudgement ſo 
miſguided by preoccupa- 
tion of any aftectis or par- 
ticular end , as he may in 
himſelfe bedeceined, and 
feede his ſoule with falle- 
hood in ſteede of truth; or 
elſe , that ſiniſter reſpects 
and intereſts,or ſordide ap- 
prehenfions of commodi- 
ty to himſelfe , meeting 
with a ſoule ſo diſpoſed 
and wrought vpon by the 
ſenſuall paſſions tyranni- 
ſing ouer it,asto cauſe him 
to ſwallow thoſe bayrtes, 
may make him employ 
the faculties of his vnder- 
ſtanding and the powers 
of his ſoule, contrary vnto 
their naturall inclination, 
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to the maintayning of a 
lye , and induſtriously 
to deceiue others : yet it 
is impoſſible that all 
mankind or ſuch a mul- 
tirude of men as contayne 
inthemall the variety of 
diſpoſitions and affeftions 
incident to the nature of 
man, andthatarediſperſed 
throughout the world, fo 
asthey can haue noecom- 
muniontogether whereby 
they mightinfe&t oneano- 
ther, nor can haue ſiniſter 
ends comonaliketo them 

all, whichshould inuitethe 
ro conſpire together to 

forgea falſchood:ir is im- 

poſſible (I fay) that fuch 


a company of men Should 
E 1j 
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fo degenerate Kom their 
ownenature (which is to 
louetruth) as they should 
of rhemſeluesinuent a lye 
( andthat in ſo important 
a matter as faith is) and 
concurre to deceine the 
world of men that should 
edmeafter them in things 
of luch nature, astheir de- 
ceipt muſt- of neceſſity 
damne forall eternity both 
themſelues and all them 
that Shall receiue that Ilye 
from them , and take it 
upon their credit : without 
which vnanimous conſpi- 
; racy of one whole age of 
men throughout all the 
world, we proued in our 


talt concluſion that no 
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falſe propoſition ceuld- be 
admitted into the Church 
asan article of faith. In a 
word , this generall defec- 
tion of all makinde from 
erath , is more impoſlible 
then that all oneentire ele- 
ment or any primigeniall 
nature should abſolutely 
perish or loole its —_—— 
proprietiez as for all the 
fire inthe world to be cor- 
rupted and forlake his 
heate and leuity , and ſo 
conſequently to haue noe 
more Fre in nature : all 
which followeth of what 1s 
yd aboue. And thus I 
conceive I have made 
gu the aſſertion that - - 


h begotten all this dif- 
E uy 
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courſe vpon the thirtetch 
head; Shich is that faith 
conlerued in the Catho- 
like Church, and deliue- 
red by perpetuall ſucceſſio 
and generall' tradition , 1s 
more certaine and morc 
infalliblethenany naturall 
{ſcience wharſoeuer : for 
naturall ſciences being 
grounded vpon the inde- 
tectibility otthenatures of 
thoſe things from whence 
thole ſciences are collec- 
ted; and faith de ending 
yponrhe indefeCtibility of 
humane nature, which is 
infinicly more noble then 
they , aud Whoſe forme 1s 
eleuated beyond the reach 
of matter { whereas theirs 
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iscomprehended and shutt 
vp within the wombe of 
matter and which is in- 
deed the endand period of 
all their natures, and of all 
the whole materiallworld) 
It followeth of conſe- 
quece that fairh muſt be 
leſſe ſubie to contingen- 
cy ,and leſle lyable to er- 
ror then naturall ſciences 
are. And they being in 
vniuerſall infallible and 
certaine; faith muſt like- 
wiſe beſo too;and moreif 
more may be. 

But this isnot enough. 
our diſquifttion muſt not 
reſt heere : We muſt not 


content ourſelues in this - -- 


divineaffaire and fupema*- 
1+ a 
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turall dorine with a cer- 
titude depending onely 
vponnaturall cauſes. The 
wiſedome of God propor- | 
tioneth out congruent 
meanes to bring on cuery 
thing to their proper end; 
and according to the no- | 
bility of theeffe@ that he 
will haue produced, he or- 
daineth equiualent noble 
cauſes. Therefore , mans 
obtaining beatitude being 
the higheſt end that any 
creature can arriue ynto , 
a ————_—_ 

; Krequireth fupema- 
rucall —_—_ to Wewo 
that end ,anda {uperratu- 
call infallibility to ſecure 
vslathatiouney,Wemult 
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© not onely haue a ſuperna- 
turall way to trauell in 
(which is faith) but allſo 
a ſupernaturall aflurance 
of the rightway , vnto the 
diſcouery of which , all 
that we haue allready 
ſayd, doth neceſſarily co- 
duce; for Gods prouidence 
that difpoſeth all things 
{[weetly,will notin any ge- 
nerall affaireintroduceinto 
the materiall world any 
{upernaturall effe& , vntill 
the naturall cauſes be fuſt 
diſpoſed fittingly to coo- 
| perate ontheir partes 3 and 
then he neuer faileth of 
his. As for example,when 


anaturall creatureis to be 


produced into becing the 


father and mother muſt 
both concurre in contri- 
buting all that is in their 
power to the generation 
of a child ; and yet we are 
ſure the ſoule to be pro- 
duced hath nodependice 
of them ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding , without their 
precedentaCction no newe 
foule would be: But when 
the matter is fittingly diſ- 
port eG be, 

e neuer miſleth creating 
of a ſoule in that body; 
Which isasnoble an effect, 
andas much requiring the 
ommnipotency of God , as 
the creating of nothinge 
all the materiall world;and 


yet We may fay that the 
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matter, When 1t is arrived 


toits laſt diſpoſition for 

the reception of fuch a 
forme, may in a manner 
clayme that miraculous 
ation ap—_—_ of his 
omnipotency ; fince for 
mankinde he created the 
re{tof the materiall world, 
and therefore there ought 
to beas certaineand neceſ- 
ſary cauſes for the pro- 
duction of man, as there 
are for the produQtion of 
other materiall things, 
which we ſee doe fel- 
dome m.ſle inany whe the 
matteris ficly diſpoſed for 
the reception oftheir ſeue- 
rall formes. And ſo inliks 
manner We may rationally 


76 
conclude , that in this 
highand ſu ernaturall bu- 
ſyneſle of delivering ouer 
"90 handto hand a {uper- 
naturall doctrine to bring 
mankinde tothe end it was 
created for , he will firſt 
haue all the naturall cauſes 
fittingly diſpoſed for the 
ſecure and infallible per- 
formice olthatworke:and 
then,that he will adde and 
infule into them ſome ſu- 
_ pernaturall guift whereby 
to giue them yet further 
a ſupernaturall aſſurance 
and infallibility ; which 
they may withan humble 
confidence in his ynlimi- 
ted goodefle , expect and 
claime at his diuine hand, 
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whenthey are reduced to 
that ſtateas is conuenient 
for the reception of ſuch 
a ſupernaturall guifr. 

14. Our fourteenth con- 
cluſion therefore shall be 
that God hath giuen to his 
Church thus compoled, 
the holy Ghoſt, to confir- 
me it inthetrue faith, and 
topreſerue it from error, 
and to |llluminate the vn- 
derſtanding of it in right 
diſcerning thetrue ſenſe of 
thoſe Miſteryes of faith 
that are committed to the 
cuſtody of it, and to worke 
ſupernaturall effe&ts of de- 
uotion and ſanctitie in that 
Church. And this I proue 
thus, Conſidering that the 


78 
doctrine of Chriſt is prac- 


ricall and aymeth at the 


working of aneffe&t,which 
is the reduction of man- 
kinde to beatitude : and 
that mankinde compre- 
hendeth not onely thoſe 
that lived inthatage,when 
he, preached , but alſo all 
othersthat ever were ſince, 
orshall be till the end of 
the world: It is apparent 
that to accom nl that 
end,it was neceſlary Chriſt 
Should ſo effeftually im- 

rint his do@trine in their 

carts whom he delivered 
i vnto, as it might vpon 
all occaſions and at all ty - 
mes, infallibly expreſle ir 
fſelfein aGtion , andin the 
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delivery of it oner from 
hand to hand , should in 
vertue and ſtrength of the 
firſt operation , produce 
euerafrer like effects in all 
others. Now to hane this 
compleately performed, it 
was to be done both by ex- 
teriour and by interiour 
meanes 3 propottionable 
tothe lenſes without , and 
to the ſoule within. The 
outward meanes Were the 
miracles that he wrought, 
of which himlſelfe ſayeth, 
if I had not wrought theſe 
workesthat no man elſe encr 
did , they were not guilty of 
ſonne, but now , they haue no 
excaſe; (or to this purpole) 
and he promiſled the Ap®”. 
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Rles they should doe grea- 
ter then thoſe. And that 
miraclesare the proper in- 
ſtruments to plant a new 
dodtrine and faith withall, 
the Apoſtle witneſſeth 
when he fayeth that mira- 
cles are wrought for the 
vnfaithfull not for the 
fairhfull , and God him- 
ſelfe told Moſes that he 
would oncedoe ſome pro- 
digy in his fauour that the 
' people might for euer after 
elicue what 'he fayd to 
them. Bur it is manifeſt by 
the fall of the Apoſtles 
themſclues, that onely this 
exteriour meanes of mira- 
cles is not ſufficient to 
engratteſupernaturall faith 
deepe 
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deepe enough in mens 
hearts, whenasthey vpon 
Chriſts Paſſion,not onely 
for feare,through humane 
frailcy , denyed their ma- 
ſer, but had euen the very 
conceit and beliefc of his 
dodtrine exiled our of their 
hearts and vnderſtanding , 
notwithſtanding all the 
miracles they had ſens 
him worke in allmoſt 4. 
yeares tyme they conti- 
nually c6nerled with him: 
which appeareth plainely 
by the diſcourſe of thedi- 
ſciples going to Emaus , 
when they layed we hoped, 
&e. And expreſled their 
{ſadnelle for the contrary 


lucceſle to their expecta- 
F 
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tion; and by (aint Thomas 
his ſaying that he would 
not belieue his reſurre&is 
vnleſlſe he ſaw him and 
pnt his fingers inta. his 
woundes &c. And by the 
reſt of the Apoſtles that 
were {o long before they 
would belieuehis reſurrec- 
tion, as hauing giuen ouer 
the thought of his diuini- 
ty, and after his death con- 
{1dered him but as a pure 
man like other me. Ther- 
fore it was neceſlary that 
ſome inward light should 
be giuen them, ſo cleare, 
andioſtrog, and ſopower- 
full , as the ſenſes should 
not be able to preuaile a« 
gainſt Kt, butthar it Should 
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onerflowingly poſleſle id 
fill all cheur vnderſtand- 
ings and their ſoules, and 
make them breake out in 
exteriour ations correl - 
pondent to the ſpirit thac 
ſteered them within. And 
the reaſon is euident : for 
whiles on the one fide the 
ſenſes diſcerne, apparant- 
ly , miracles wrought in 
confirmation of a doc- 
trinezandonthe other (ide, 
che ſame ſenſes doe ſtifly 
contradict the very poſhi- 
bility of the doctane 
which thoſe miracles te- 
Rifye ; the ſoule within, 
hauingnoaſſiſtice beyoud 
the naturall powers he 
hath belonging originally 
F 1 
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ynto her,is in = debate 
and anxiety Which way to 
giuc her aſlent;and though 
reaſon doe preuaileto giue 
itto the party of the pre- 
ſentmiracles, yet itis with 

reat timidity . Bur if it 
on en thartthe courſe of 
thoſe muracles be ſtopped; 
the theparticular ſeeming 
impoſlibilies of the propo- 
ſed faith remayning al- 
wayes alikeliuely in their 
| apprehenſon, andthe mi- 
racles wrought to con- 
firme it reſiding bur inthe 
memory,and the repreſen- 
. tatios ofthem Wearing out 
dayly more and more, and 
the preſent lenſes and fan-- 


taly growing proportiona- 


$5 
bly ſonger and ſtronger, 
and withall obieQing 
continually new doubts 
about the reality of thoſe 
miracles, it cannot be ex- 
pected otherwiſe but that - 
the aſſent of the ſoule 
Should range itſelfe on the 
ſide of the —————_ 
appearing to the preſent 
enſes, and renounce the 
do@rine formerly confir- 
med by miracles, vnleſſe 
ſome inward and ſuperna- 
rurall light be giuen her ro 
diſperſe all the miſtes that 
the ſenſes rayſe againſt the 
truth of the doQtrine. Now 
* the infuſion of this light * 
and feruour , we call the 
Suing of the helper 
Þ) 


$6 
which Chriſt himlſclfe 
foreknowing how necel- 
fary it was,promiſed them, 
” 4b the that he would 
procure his father to ſend 
them the Holy Ghoſt, 
the ſpirit of truth , that 
Should for ener remaine 


among them , and within 


them , and ſuggeſt vnto 
their memory and inſtruct 
them in the right vnder- 
Riding of the faith he had 
preached vntothem. And 
this was propheſied long 
before, of theſtate of the 
law of grace by Hieremy, 
whole authonty $. Paule 
bringeth to prouethat the 
law of the Goſpell was to 
be written by the holy 
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Ghoſt in mens hearts and 
in their mindes , and ac- 
cordingly , he calleth 
the faithfull of the Co- 
rynthians, the faith of Chriſt 
not written with inke ,but 
with the ſpirit of God; nor 
granen in ; tables,but tn 
the fleshyones of therrbearts. 
And in performance of 
this propheſy and of 
Chriſts promiſe , the hy- 
ſtorietelleth vs that on is 
tenth day after the aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt, when all 
his diſciples ( who were 
then all his Church , and 
wereto preach anddeliuer 
it to all the world ) were 
allembled together , the 
holy Ghoſt was giuenth© 

F wj. - 
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and that, in ſofull 3 mea- 
ſure , as they not onely 
were confirmed {o perteCt- 
Iy in their faith as ms ne- 
uer after admitted the leaſt 
vacillation therein , but 
they immediatly , caſting 
away all otherdeſiresand 
thoughts, were inflamed 
with admirable loue of 
God , and broke out into 
his prayſes, and into ave- 
hement ardor of teaching 
and conuerting others; and 
When , by reaſon of that 
zeale of theirs, any thing 
happened to them contra- 
ry tofleshand blood, and 
humane nature(as perlecu- 
cons, 1gnominies, Corpo- 
rall puishmets, andeuen 
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death it ſelfe ) they not 
onely not shunned it , as 

before , but greedily rann 

to meete and embrace it , 
and ioyed, and gloryed in 
it: all which were cffets 
ofthe holy Gholt reſiding 
inthem , and filling rheir 
myndes, and gouuerning 
their ſoules. Where vpps, 
by the way we may note, 
that in what Church ſo- 

euer We find not a ſtate of 
life for ſanftitie and neere 
vnion with God , andcon- 
tempt of wordly and tran- 
fitory things, rayſed aboue- 
the pitch of nature and 
morality , we- may con- 
cludethe holy Ghoftinba-- 
biteth northere ; for oue'} 
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agent produceth effedts 
proportionableto the dig- 
nity of it , and the excel- 
lency of any cauſe, shinerh 
eminently in the noble- 
neſle of its effets. Now 
that this guift of the holy 
Ghoſt is to remaine with 
the Church as long asthe 
Church remaineth , toil - 
luminateic with the ſpiric 
of truth, and to giue it a 
ſupernaturall and diuine 
vndtion, will appeare ma- 
nifeſtly ypon conſideratis 
of the cauſe why the holy 
Ghoſt was to be giuen at 
the ficſt, which remainerh 
alwayesthe ſamc,and ther- 
fore the ſame effet muſt 
_ Uwayes follow : and ac- 
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cordingly, Chriſt promiſed 


his Church vp6 his alced. 


ing into heauen, that Re 
would alwayes ramaine 
with them ynrill the end 
ofthe world,towitt,by this 
holy ſpirit; for he was then 
atthe point of withdraw- 
ing his corporall preſence 
from them. 

15, Our next conclufion 
Shall be that this Church 
or congregation of men 
ſpread ouer the world,co- 

eruing and delivering the 
faith of Chriſt "nas, 2 
to hand, is euen in its owne 
nature perpetuall intyme, 
and cannot faile as long 35 
mankinde remayneth 11 
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the world. This needeth 
noe further proofe then 
that which we haue alrca- 
dy made; Whichis deriued 
from the neceſlity of ſu- 
pernaturall faith to bring 
mankindeto the end it was 
created for , andthat there 
is nomeanes todeliuer this 
faith to mankinde in the 
ages after Chriſt, but by 
the traditis of theChurch; 
and therefore as long as 
mankinde laſteth , this 
meanes mult be cotinued. 
Yet inthus way of reaſo- 
ning that I vie, we are to 
examine our concluſions 
as well by the genune 
and orderly cauſes that be« 
get them , and by their 
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owne particular principles, 
asto aſlent vnto them for 
theneceſlity that we ſee in 
them in regarde of the end 
that they - are referred 
vnto : And when we haue 
retriued thoſe,and euident- 
ly diſcerned theire force , 
it giuethanadmirable con- 
tent and farisfaCtion tothe 
vnderſtanding. Thus then: 
as Philoſophers conclude 
that it is impoſſible any 
whole ſpecies or kinde of 
beaſtes should euer be vt- 
terly exterminated and 
deſtroyed , that is diffuſed 
vp and downe ouer the 
Whole face of the earth, 
becauſe the amplitude of _.. 
the yniuerſe is greater then 


| the variety of cauſes can be 


| lopureandagreableto the 


from which ſuch a gene- 
rall and entire corruption 
muſt proceed: In like man- 
ner we may | upuaner; 
conclude,thatit is impol- 
fible any depraued atfec- 
tions should ſoyniuerſally 
preuaile, and fo abſolutly 
raigne in mens mindes 
throughout the whole 
world, as would be requi- 
lite to extirpate and roote 
out a dodtrine vniuerſally 
ſpread ouer it all, tharwas 
at the firſt taught and con- 
firmed with ſuch ales of 
truthas the miracles thar 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
wrought, that in it ſelfe is 


ſeedes that euery man fin- 
deth ſowed, euen by na- 
ture, in his owne rr 
that worketh ſuch admi- 
rable effects as the refor- 
mation of manners in 
mikind;that withdraweth 
mens affe&tions from hu+ 
mane and wordly content- 
ments, and catryeththem 
with a ſweete violence to 
intellectuall obiets,and to 
hopes of immortality and 
happineſſein another life; 
that preſcribeth lawes for 
happy living, cuen in this 
world , toall men of what 
condition ſoeuer , ether 
publike or priuate , as 


worKing a moderation --- 


in mens affeCions to the 
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commodities and goods of 
this life , which it, in na- 
tureis apt to blinde mens 
mindes, and isthe canſe of 
all michiefes and euills; 
and laſtly, that is deliuered 
ouer from hand to hand, 
from worlds of fathers to 
worlds of ſonnes , with 
ſuch care and exacnelle 
as greater cinot be imagi- 
ned, andas is requiſite to 
the importance of that af- 
faire ; which is infinitly 
beyond all others , ason 
which the fſaluation and 
damnation of mankinde 
wholy dependeth. Now, 
vnto thele rationall con- 
ſiderations let vs adde the 
promiſe which Chriſt 
made 
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made to his Church , that 


yy 


the gates of hellshould not 
preuaile againſt it ; and I 


thinke wehaue ſufficient- 


ly maintained that the | 


Churchof Chiiſt in which 
thetrue dodrine of Chriſt 
is conſerued, can neuer 
faile, but muſt infallibly 
continue vnull the worlds 
end. Thus having proued, 
that a ſupernaturall doc- |}! 
trine is necellary to bring |! 
mankind to beatitude;that 
Chriſt caught this doc- 
trine ; that from him the 
Churh receaued it , and 
is the facrary in which ir is 
coſerued;that this Church 
cannot etre inthe tradition 
of this doduine , hit be: 4 
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fidestheinfallibility of it, 
this Church is perpetual. 
It remaineth now that we 
cloſe vp this diſcourle by 
applying all theſe premil- 
cs vnto the queſtion in 
hand; which is , where we 
Shall find outthis infallible 
Church, that by ir we may 
gaine the knowledge of 
the true faith of Chriſt, 
whereby we are to be ſa- 
ued, 

16. For this end our 
fixteenth and laſt 'con- 
clufion shall be , that the 
congregation of men ſpred 
ouer the world , ioyning 
in communion with the 
Church of Rome, 'is'the 
true Carholike Chutch 
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in which is conſerued and 
taught thetrue ſauing faith 
of Chriſt. 

The truth of this con- 
clufton will without bring- 
ing any new pom ap= 
peare euidetly by refle&t- 
ing vpon What we haus 
ſayed ,and onely cxamin- 
ing whether the Romane 
Church be ſuch a one as 
we haue determined the 
truc Church ofChrilttmuſt 
be ; or whether the notes 
Which me may inferre out 
of our diſcourſe to belong 
inſeparably to the true 
Church, may not racher 
With mnre reaſon be ac* 
knowledged of tome oraer 
then of that in comwnuo? -- 
PEE: G 1 
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with the ſee of Rome ? 
this point after theſe 
groundes layed, requireth 
novery ſubtill diſquiſition, 
bur is diſcernable euen by 
the weakeſt fights : and 
thereforc this way of argu- 
ing appeareth to me molt 
ſatisfatory and content- 
full , when taking the 
Whole body of the que- 
ſtion into ſuruey 3 and be- 
ginning* with the firſt and - 
remotelt conſiderations of 
it , we driue the difhculries 
ſtill before vs; and purſu- 
ing of them orderly , at 
every ſteppe we eſtablish 
a ſolide principle , and ſo 
become h_ of thetcuth 
and certauity of all we 


1 
leane behind vs ; which 
courſe , although it may at 
the firſt ightappeareto be 
a great Way about , and 
looking but ſuperficially 
ypon the matter We may 
ſeeme to meete with difh - 
culties which cocerne not 
our queſtion; yet inthe ef- 
fet we shall perceiue it is 
the moſt ſummary me- 
thod of handling any con- 
trouerſie 5 and the onely 
meanes to be ſecured of 
the truth of what we con- 
clude;and that will recom- 
penſe the precedent difh- 
culties by making the 
concluſion { which is the 
knotte of the affayre ) 
Plaine, caſy , and open- : 

G 1y 


72 
ſay then firſt that vnity of 
dodrinein matters of faith 
is inſeparable from the 
Romane Church, and can 
neuer be found in any 
other : it onely , hauing a 
preciſe id determinaterule 
of faith. For it hath belie- 
ued 1n cuery age , allthat 
hath bin plainely Id poſiti- 
uelytaughtvntoitby theire 
fathers as the dof@rine of 
faith derived from Chriſt; 
and admitteth noe other 
article whatſoever as an 
article of faith. Whereas 
onthe other (ide, all other 
Chriſtian Churches amogs 
vs that pretend reforma- 
tion, haucing no ccrtaine 
and common rule of faith, 
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b ut every particular man 


gouerning himſclfe in this 
matter by the colleCtions 
of his owne braine , and by 
his owne private vnder- 
ſtanding and interpreta- 
tion of Scripture ( which 
onely he acknowledgeth 
as the entire rule of faith) 
it muſt conſequently fol- 
low, that according tothe 
variety of their tempers 
and iudgemets, there muſt 
be a variety and difference 
of their opinions and be- 
liefes; which difference of 
temper happening for the 
molt part berweene cucly 
two men That are, it like- 
wile followeth (carſe any _ 
two Should in all partuicu- 
G 1} 
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lars of their opinions agree 
together. And according- 
ly we ſee by experience, 
that ſcarce any two au- 
thors, out of the Romane 
Church, that haue written 
of matters of faith haue a- 
greed in their tenets , but 
rather haue diflented in 
fundamentall doctrine,and 
haue inueighed againſtone 
another in their writings 
with great vehemence and 
bitternefle. Whereas on 
the other {1de,the Doctors 
ofthe Romane Church 
inall tymes, in all places, 
and of all tempers haue 
agreed ynanimously in all 
mattersof faith zalrhough 
in the mcane tyme,ſcuerall 


of them haue, in divers 
other points great de- 
bates againſt one ano- 
ther , and purſue them 
with much sharpneſle : 
which ſtrongly confirmeth 
the ground vpon which 
we framethis obſeruation. 

But toinſiſt a little fur- 
theryponthismarterialland 
important conſideration ; 
it 15 euident that the pro- 
ceeding of the reformers 
openeth the gate toall diſ- 
ſention , ſchilme, irreue- 
rence,pride of vnderſtand- 
ng hereſfie, andruine of 
Chriſtianreligion : for to 
iuſtify the new births of 
their rebellions braines, 
the firſt ſtroke ofthe Pp? 
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muſt be to lay a taint of |? 


ignorance and error vpon 
the whole current of An- 
cient fathers and Doctours 
of the Church, and gene- 
rall Councells, and to blaſt 
their authority which is lo 
preciſely contrary to their 
docrine;whole names and 
recordes ought to be ſa- 
cred with oy .W hich 
when they hauc done ; to 
ſettlea coſtantand like be- 
liefe in all men, they giue 
noegenerall and certayne 
rule; but leauing cuery 
man to the Dictamens of 
his owne priuate iudge- 
ment, according tothe ie - 
uerall rempers and cir- 


cumftances ( as we ſayd 
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' before ) that (ſway euery 
/ ſingle man in particular, 
: there mult reſult ( which 
; We lee by experience) as 
great a variety of opinions 


> asthole'are different. And 


laſtly ſince they quarell at 
; Catholickes beliefe in 
| thoſe points Where the 
| differ guar them , wks 4 
| * they captiuatetheic vnder- 
Randings with reuerence 
to what the Church pro- 
poſerhand teacherh , and 
thereby admitt into their 
beliefe articles which may 
{ceme abſurd tro common 
ſenſe ; they may as well 
with preſuraptuous hands, 
oraſpe at and ſeeke to: - 
pluckevp , chevery fur 
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dations of Chriſtian reli- 
gion; as namely the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and 
of the incarnatis of Chritt, 
and of the reſurrection and * 
ſtate of life of the future | 
world : ſince there are 
greater ſeeming contradic- 
tionsin them (eſpecially in 
the two firſt) thenin thoſe 
miſteryes the reformers 
cauill at, 

In thenext place we may 
conſider that as infallibil1- 
ty is pretended by the Ro- 
mane C_ __ itis 
apparantly entayled ypon 
It: ws haue proued Go 
no meanes or circumſtice, 
ether morall , naturall or 
lupernarucall 2 is wanting | 


| 79 

| in it to begetr infallibility 
' in matters of faith, Wher- 
; as on the other (ide, from 
| the reformers owne pol1- 
' tionWe inferre by conle- 
{ quencethart their doctrine 
cannot be hoped ( euen by 
the(cluecs ) to be infallible; 
and therefore they that 
Shall ſubmiir their. vnder- 
ſtanding to their conduQ, 
though they belicue with- 
out controuerly all they 
ſay, muſt needes (even by 
reaſon of what is taught 
them) floate allwayes in a 
greatedeale of incertitude 
and anxious apprehenſion 
and feare of error. For 
they looking vpon the | 
Church , bur with put 
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humane conſiderations as | 
an ordinary company of 
men, will haueit lyablc to 
miſtaking according to 
the naturall imbecillity of |} 
mens wits and ynderſtand- 
ings, and of humane paſ- 
ſions, and ogenco and 
other ſuch detets and 
weakeneſles which euery 
man is by nature ſubiect 
vnto: Againſt which they 
producenoantidoteto pre- 
terue and ſecure theſclues 
fromrheinfeQis and taint 
they lay vponthe Church. 
For, if they will haue the 
conterences of ſeuerall paſ- 
ſages of Scripture to be 
that which muſt glue light 
inthe ſeuerall cotrouerted 
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obſcariries ; what eminen- 
cy bane theſe few laterc- 
formers shewne , cther in 
knowledgeof tongues,in- 
ſight into antiquity , pro-* 
foundneſle in ſcieces, and 
erfeQtion and ſanity of 
fe, w hich hath not shined 
admirably more { not to 
taxe them hereof the con- 
trary) in multitudes of the 
aduerſe party > And none 
will deny but thelcarethe 
likelyeftmeanesto gaine A 
right intelligence of the 
true and deepe ſenſe of 
Scriptures. And beſides, 
we may obſerue that the 
reaſon why they deny the 
ſeuerall articles when 
they differ from the Ca- 
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tholicke Church, is be- V 
cauſe it teacheth a doc- | 
trrine Which 1s repugnant | 
to ſenſe and of hard dige- | 
ſtion to Philoſophy ; both 
which are vncompetent 
wdpes of divine and ſuper - 
naturall truths : And who- 
{veuer ſteereth by their 
compaſle, cannot hope for 
infalliblity ina matter that 
tranſcendeth theirreach. 
Thirdly we may conſ1- 
der thatthe yniuerſality of | 
the Church in regarde of 
place ( which is neceſlary 
to the end that all man- 
kinde may haue ſufficient 
meanes to gaine know- 
ledgeof thetrue faith) can 
beattributed to none bur 
to 


$3 
to the Romane Catho- 
licke Church;which one- 
ly 1s diffuſed throughout 
the whole world; whereas 
all others are circled in 
with narrowlimits of parti- 
cular prouinces; And euen 
within them , the profeſ- 
fors ſcarce agree among 
themſcluesin any poynt of 
doctrine but in oppoſing 
the Romane Church. 
And yet further; beſides 
this want of yniuerfality 
in regarde of place ; the 
Religiontaught by the re- 
formers, hath yet a greater 
reſtriction then thar : for 
-euenin its owWne natulte, if 
is not for all ſorts of per- 
fons and for all _— 


. 
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whereas the true faucing 
faichto bring men to bea- 
titude ought to be obuious 
toall mankinde, and open 
as well to the ſimple asto 
the learned, For ſincethey 
lay the Scriptures as the 
firſt and higheſt principle, 
from whence they deduce 
all chat ought to be belic- 
ued; And that in all artes 
and. ſciences the primary 
and fundamentall princt- 
ples thereof ought ro be 
throughly knowne bythe 
that aſpire to the perfect 
knowledge of thoſe (cien- 


ces; it followeth that one 


mult haue an exat know- 
ledge of thelearned tong- 


ues to examine punctyally 


85 | 
the true ſenſe of theScrip- 
tures; and that one muſt by 
perfeQly verledinlogicke 
to beableto reaſon lolidly, 
and to deduce true conle- 
queEcesfrom certaine prin- 
ciples ( for want of which, 
we find by experiencethar 
great controuerſies ariſc 
daylyamong the learned(t 
men; which would not be, 
if the force of conſequen- 
ces Were of their ownena-. 
turecaſily diſcernable)and 
one mult be C—_ 
Skilled in naturall philoſo- 
ny and Metaphylickes, 
ince vnto appearing con” 
tradictions in ſubie&ts of 


thoſe ſciences , chey fe. 


duce moſt of their #8?” 
Hy 
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ments againſt the ſuperna- 
eurall truths that Catho- 
lickes belieue. And laſtly 
one muſt beindowed with 
anexcellentiudgemet and 
ſtrong naturall witt, to be 
able to wield and make 
goodvſe of theſe weapons; 
without which they would 
butaduicehim thefaſterto 
ruineand pernicious error. 
With which excellencyes, 
how few are there in the 
world fairely adorned? 
Fourthly , it is evident 
thatthe Romang Carho- 
licke Church onely hath 
had a conſtant and ynin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion of 
Paſtors and Doors , 
and tradition of doQrine 
fcom agetoa age; Which We 
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haue eſtablishedasthe one- 
ly meanes to derive downe 
the true faith from Chriſt. 
Whereas it is apparant all 
othcrs haue had late be» 
ginnings from vnworthy 
cauſes: And yet,enenin this 
little while , haue not bene 
able to maintaine themlel- 
ues for one age through- 
out( or ſcarce 6 any con- 

ſiderable part of an age) 

in one tenor of doctrine, 
or forme of Eccleſiaſticall 


- goverment. Laſtly we may 


conſider how the effect of 
the holy Ghoſt his inha- 
biting in the Church , n 
regard of manners mak” 
ing the hearts of men 5 _ 
liuing temples ,  $hinerh 

H uy 
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eminently in the Catho- 
like Church, and 1s not lo 
muchas tobe ſuſpectedin 
any other whatſocuer. For 
where this holy {pit 
raigneth , it giueth a bur- 
ning loue of God ( as we 
haue touched before ) and 
a vehement deſire of ap- 
proaching ynto him as 
neere as may be : Now, 
the ſoule of man, moueth 
towards God not by cor - 
porcall ſteppes and pro- 
greſſions, but by intellec - 
tuall ations; the higheſt of 
which, arementall prayer 
and contEplation;in which 
eXercices, man s$hall ad- 
uance the more, by how 
much he is the more (c- 
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queſtred from the thought 
and care of any wordly af- 
fayres, and hath his paſ- 
ſions quieted within him, 
andis abſtrafted from c6- 
munication with materiall 
obies, and is vntied from 
humane intereſts, and (ac- 
cording to the counſailes 
of Chriſt in the Goſpell ) 
hath caſt off all ſollicitude 
of the future,and remitreth 
himlſelfe wholy to the pro- 
uidence of God, living in 
the world as though he 
were not in it, wholly in- 
tent to contEplation when 
the inferiour part of Cha- 
rity calleth him not downe 
tocomply with the necel-. 
ſity of bis Neighbours: 
x H uy 


- 
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This forme of life we (ce 
continually praiſed in 
the Catholicke Church |# 
by multitudes of perlons } 
of both lexes,that T 2am 
extreme deſire of appro- 
aching asneere vnto God 
as this life will permitt,doe 
banish themſelues from all 
theyrfrends , Kindred, and 
What els in the world was 
naturally deareſt vntothE; 
and either retire into ex- 
treme ſolitudes, or shutt 
themſelues vp for ecuer 
within the narrow limits 
of a ſtraight Monaſtery 
and little cell ; where hay- 
ng reno all the inte- 
re 


and propriety in the 


I 
F 
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g00ds of this world, at 
viingnomore of themthen 
is necellary for the poore 
ſuſtenance of theyr ex- 
hauſted bodyes ( which 
they mortify with great 
abſtinences,watchingsand 
other auſterityes,that they 
may bring them into ſub- 
ieion; and roote out, as 
much as may bee, the very 
fewell of concupiſcence 
and paſſions) and bauing 
of their owne accorde bar- . 
red themſclues of all pro- 
priety of diſpoſing of thE- 
{clues in any ation , and 
renounced euen the free- 
dome of their will ; and 
thus in ſomme, hawng ta- 
ken an eternall farewell of | 
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all the ioyes and delights | 
that this world can afford, | 


and that carnall me would 
be ſo loath to forgoe for 


any litle while; yet by the | 


internall ioyes that they 


find intheir prayer and c6- | 
templation ( vnto which | 


all theſe ations of retren- 
chment from ſuperfluities, 
or outward ſolaces , doe 
ſerue/as a ladder to aſcend 
vnto the topp of it) they 
live fo happlly , and cheer- 
fully, and with ſuch tran- 
quillity of minde, and vp6 
occaſions fay ſo much of 
the ouerflowings of theyr 
blifle, asit isa parant they 
Moy there the hundred- 
fold that Chriſt prouiſcd 
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in this life. Nor can it be 
| obiected that men vlually 


betake themſelues to this 
courſe of Religious life, 
vpon being diſtempered 
by melancholy , orfor the 
ill ſacceſle and trauerſes 
they haue had in affayres 
of the world , or out of 
ſimplicitie and weakeneſle 
of vnderſtanding; ſince it 
is cuident that this Ange- 
licall forme of liuing hath 
eucr beene beſt practiſed 
by pier of the beſt co - 
poſed and cheerfulleſt diſ- 
poſitions ; and by multi- 
rudes of ſuch is and hath 


| bene imbraced ; andthat 


in the world ouerflowed . 


with all the bleſbngs * 
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could afford them ; and | 
were of ſtrongeſt parts of | 


7 
Zy 
. 
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F 


a” 
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vnderſtanding and iudge- | | 


ment; and were molt cmi- 


nent in learning. So that | 
it is apparent they haa no | 
other motive thereunto, | 


bur purely the lone of 
God and feruour of de- 
uotion : Which being an 
effect of the holy Ghoſt res 
{iding intheir heartes ; to 
his inſpirations and admi- 
rable wayes of working in 
thoſe his temples of flesh 


: 


| 


, 


and blood , theſe extraor- 


dinary effeQs areto beim- 
puted. Whereas on the 
other {l1denoe ſuch exiples 
or {urpernaturall forme of 
life, are to be mett withall 


11 
1 | ; 
| claimefromthem;and like 
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in any other Church what- 
ſoeuer : Rather , they dif- 


men of this world (which 
is the expreſſionthatChrilt 
vieth in the Goſpell tode- 
ſigne thoſe that arenot of 
hisChurch)not being able 
to diſcerne things of the 
ſpicict, bur being blinded 
with the luſter of them, 
too great for their weake 


| eyes; they negleQand diſ- 


dayne them, and imagine 
that all Chriftian __ 299 
tion conſiſteth in an ordi- 
nary humane morall life : 


. Whichis the yttermoſt pe - 


riodethatany among them 
ſeeke toattaine vnto» A 
therefore We mayhence _ 


96 ; 
coclude that they haue no 
interiour worker among }* 
them more ſublime then 
their owne humane dil- |: 
courſes and iudgements Y 
andthat ſupernaturall sic- |! 
thy( ani of the holy | 


Ghoſt} is confined only to | 
the Catholicke Church. þ 

Beſides; wemay obſerue 
by dayly experience , how 


thoſe perſons that adaidt 
theEſelues toſuch an cxtra- 
ordinary Way of life;doeab- 
ſolutly prone etherthe beſt 
or theworlt of mankinde; 
the one excelling in ad- 
mirable piety, feruour of 
denotion » abſtraction and 
lanCtity of life , and ſome 


of them ſoaring vp to 3 
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{ pitch cuen aboue nature; 
7 the otherabounding in all 
ſorts of impiety, wicked- 
' nelle and diſlolution of 
manners , till at length 
theire hearts become euen 
hardened againſt correc- 
tion and all ſenſe of ſpiri- 
ruall chings; whereas it or- 
dinarily happeneth that 
the moſt flagitious men a- 
mong thoſe who live in 
a vulgar wordly eſtate of 
life, doe vpon occaſions 
frequently receaue nota- 
ble impreſſions from di- 
uine obiects to the amen- 
dement and change of 
their difſolute courſe. And 
this being a conſtant and 
certaine effe& noted at all 
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tymes and in all places ,t 
muſt be attributed toa co- Þ 
ſtant and powerfull caule; F 
which can be noe other 

the the neere approaching 
of thoſe perſonstothe orr F 
ginall fontaine of lainCtity 
and goodnelle 5 which i 
being like a conſuming Þ 
fire , worketh vehement 
effects in them , Accord. | 
ing tothe diſpoſition they 
arein, andto the neerencs 
that they haue vnto that 
fire: ſo that as the ſunne 
beames ( Which are the 
authors of life and facun- 
dity toall plants and vege- 
tables ) Shinnin vpon 
atree that hath taken ſo- 
ide rootes in the earth, 
maketh 
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ie budd,flourish,-and beare 
fruit,and on the other ſlide, 
if it bee weakely rooted, 
their heate and operation 
ypon that tree makerth it 
the ſooner to wither and 
die: And as the fyre fen- 
deth an influence of heats 
into a pott of water that 
is ſymply applyed vntoit, 
bur if thatpotr be ett in a 
vellellof ſnow or ice, and 
ſobe held ouer the fire, it 
driueth yntothe center the 
cold of the ſnowe foruaer- 
ly diffaſed without, and in 
a very $Shorc {pac2 turneth 
that water intoice, wiuch 
elſemighthaueſtayeduihere 
long enough without con- 
gealing : un apr” 
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they who being rooted in Þ 
charity , approach to that ÞÞ 


dinine ſunne, doe flourish 
and bring fourth excellent 


id ofttymes ſupernatural 


fruites of deuotion , fer- 
uor , and fandtitye ; butt 
thoſe who haue depraued 


affeftions ſoc inuironing | 


the rootes of theyr hearts 
as that the ſoyle of charity 
cinott introduce her nou- 
riching ſappe into them; 
and Whoſe ſoulcs are com- 
pon in with the ice of 
enſuality and carnall co- 
gitations ; if they come 
within the beames of this 
holy ſunne, or within the 
heate of this lanCtifying 
hre, they doe but wither 
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away the ſooner, and their 
heartsgrow daily moreand 
more to beice, till at lEgth 


( like thatof Pharao , a- 


mid(tthe wonderous Wor- 


| kes ofthe lord , happy to 


others) they become mile- 
rable and ſtony. 
| And againe we ſee that 
thoſe who hauing addicted 
themſelues wholy to ſuch 
a courſe of Seraphycall life, 
and that being allwayes 
vehemently intent to the 
loue and contemplation of 
the prime verity , and that 
hawng no other obieCt for 
theiradtions or thoughts; 
doe thereby ( as wee may 
reaſonably Conceane ) 2p- 
proach NONE Godatl- 
y, 
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tions and cleereſt influen- 
ces to illuſtrate their vn- 
derſtanding , and enflamc 
theiraffettions : thoſe per- 
ſons ( I fay } have ever 


beene molt earneſt in the |: 


maintenice of thoſe points 
of the Romane doctrine 


Which are moſt repug- | 
nant to ſenſe ( as in par- | 


ticular,of that of the reall 
preſence of Chriſts body 
1n the bleſſed Sacrement; 
vnto which all other Sa- 
crements, and acts of faith 
and deuotion, arereduced) 
andadotrethem with greas 


mighty and drawe umme- 


diatly from him ( who i | 
the fonntaine of light and 
truth ) ſtrongeſt emana- F 


: 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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| teſt reuerence, andare en - 
* flamed with feruenteſt de- 
; uotion vnto them. And 
” therefore Wee may Ccon- 
| cludethar this confidence, 
religiouſneſſe,and feruour, 
proceedeth from hece that 
' theſe men,and ſuchamong 
them as cannot be ſuſpec- 
ted for ſimplicity , igno- 


rance, or liniſter ends ; are 


; 


| thus cofrmed inthis faith, 


| and are thus ſett on fire 
 & With this deuotion more 


vigorously and vehemetly 
then ordinary ſecular men; 
by theimmediate working 
and inſpiration of the holy 
Ghoſt; from whole ſtrea- 
mes it is hkely they drinke - 


purer and cleerer Water® 
I wi 
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and neerer the well hcad, 
then other men of a more |* 
worldly and vulgar con- | 
uerſation. And it were not \ 
aprecable tothe goodnelle | 
of God to permitt tholc 
perſons that moſt affec- 
tionatly ſeeke him , and | 
who far his ſake , out of | 
puredeuotionand defire of | 
contemplating truth, doe 
abridge themlelues of all 
otherwordly contentmers, 
to haue theys vnderſtand- | 
ings worle blynded with | 
falſe dottrine then other 

men that ſeeke him more 

coldly and care leſſe for | 
him;and to haue their wills 

moredepraued then theirs 
with erroneous and falſe 


x05 


7 deuotion, as of neceſſity it 
7 would follow theyrs were, 
' if thedoqtrine that theCa- 
tholicke Church profeſ- . 


| ſethwerenot true, andthe 


holy Ghoſt reſided not in 
it to workethole effeRs. 
Now on the contrary 


| part, lettvs make ashorr 
| inquiry whether it be pro- 


bablethatthe late preten- 
ded reformers haue beene 
Uluminated by God in an 
extraordinary manner, to 
diſcouer - truth ; which 
they ſay hath for many 


ages layen hidd. Surely if 


any ſuch thing were, they 
would haue expretled mn 


theyre manner of life by _ 


{ome extraordinary fancti”- 
J ij 


| 
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ty and excellent ations, 
and ſupernaturall wiſe- 
dome , that extraordinary 
comunication Which they 
would perſuade vs they 
had with the divinity. For 
' 25 by a radiant beame of 
lighe s$hining in at the 
chinke of a window, wee 
know aſluredly, the funne |þ 
beateth vpon it, although | 
we ſec not his body ; < 

likewiſe there should haue 
broken our fr6 them ſome 
admirable and excellent 
efte whereby wee might 
reſt confident that the di- 
vine {ſunne illuminated 
theire vnderſtanding , and 
enflamed theyre will. 
Moyles when hee came 
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downe from the moun- 
tayne where hee ſoe long 
conuerſed with God, ex- 
preſſed euen by the luſter 
glittering from his face, 
thatit was not an ordinary 
or naturall light which 
had shined vnto him : the 
Apoltles when they were 
replenished with the holy 
Ghoſt received immediat- 
ly the guift of tongues 
anda cleere intelligence of 
all the Scriptures; whereby 
they made cleare yntothe 
auditorsthe obſcureſt pal- 
lages of them ; and con- 
tinually wrought miracles: 
and all thoſe that ever 
fince them have introdu- 
ced the Goſpel! into aBY 
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country where formerly it 
Was not receaued, haue (bi! 
had thyre commiſſion au- 
Qtoriſed by the ſame ſca- 
les; and $hall our late par- 
ticular Reformers be crc- 
dited in theyr pretended 
vocation , and in theyr 
new doctrine that shaketh 
thevery foundations of the 
faith that hath beene by 
the whole Chriſtian world 
for ſoe many ages belieued 
and delivered ouer from 
hand to hand , when as 
nothing appeareth in them 
ſupernaturall and Procee- 
ding froma divine cauſe > 
This Madame , is as 
much as I $hall trouble 
your La: withall vpon this 
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occalion : which indeed 
is much more then at the 
firſt I intended or could 
hane luſpeted my pen 
would have ſtollen from 
mee. The fubſtance of all 
which may be ſummed vp 
and reducedtothis follow- 
ing short queſtion ; name- 
ly,whether in the eleCtion 
of the faith whereby you 
hope to be ſaued , you will 
be guided by the vnani- 
mous conſent of the wileſt, 
the learnedſt, id the piou- 
ſeſt men of the whole 
world , that haue bene 1n- 
ſtrued in what they be- 
licue by men of the uKe 
quality living in the 28© 
beforethem , and Toefrom 
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agetoagevntill the Apo« 
ſtles and Chriſt;and thatin 
this manner haue derived 
from that fountayne, both 
a perfet idfull knowledge 
of all that ought to be be- 
lieued,and likewiſea right 
vnderſtidingandinterpre- 
tation ofthe Scriptures, as 
farr as concerneth faith; 
_ true ſenſe of which 
o farr, 1s alloe deliuered 
ouer by the fame tradi- 
tion.) Or whether you wil 
aſlent vnto the new and 
Wrelited interpretations of 
rome of Scripture, made 

y late menthat rely mee- 
rely vpontheire lingleiud- 
gementand witt (too Slight 
a barcke to ſayle in 


III. 
through ſoe immenſe an 
Ocean ) and whole chiefe 
leadersforhumanereſpe&s 
and firiſter ends ( not to 
ſay worſe of them) made a 
deſperate defeRtion from 
the other maine body; 
ſince which ty me;znoetwo 
ot them haueagreed in do- 
ctrine; and among whom 
it is impoſſible your lady- 
— greate indgement 
and ſtrong vnderſtanding 
Should findeany ſolide ſtay 
to repole ſecurely —_ 
and to quiett all thoſe ra- 
tionall doubts that your 
perceingwit ſuggeſterhvn- 
to you. And here, Madame» 
I-shall make an end; hae” 
wing lincerily » and 35 ſuc- , 


II2 
cintly and playnely as1 
can delivered you the 
chicfe conſiderations that 
in this affayre turned che 
ſcale of the balance with 
mee; Which in good faith I 
haue done with all the (1m- 
pliciry and ingenuity that 
I can expreſſe my ſenlc 
with; being not atall war- 
med with any paſſion or 
partiality , nor rayſcd our 
of my euT pitch and tem- 
per with any ſpirit of diſ- 
putation,or {iding humor; 
( which few hauc auoyded 
ypon this ſubie&t) butI 
haue gwen you a true pic - 
ture of my ſeriouſeſt and 
{addelt thoughts and reſo- 


lutions to my ſelfe in this 
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moſt important buſyneſle; 
wherein you will belicue 
I would take the greateſt 
paines I was able , to be 
ſurenot tobe decauued. I 
haue not ſought to show 
wittineſle or acuteneſle of 
learning inthe debating of 
theſe points; or haucaftec- 
ted polished langage inthe 
committing them to pa- 
per; for this matter should 
not be handled for oſten- 
tation but forvſe : and 
though peradueture if this 
diſcourle should fall into 
the view of ſome learned 
man hee may at the ht 

fight {ett but a Slight vale 
ypon 1t ; yett 1 per{wade 
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my ſelfe whoſoever he 
beifhee will ponder it (c- 
riously and leaſarely and 
with alike interior recol- 
le&is as I atthe firſt (erled 
the grounds of it in my 
owne ſoule, he will then 
findeit toucheth the life of 
the matter : and though | 
haue not deliured my con- 
ceptions ſ{moothly and 
well , yett hee will not 
thinke his tyme loſt in 
reading them ; and hauing 
ſtronger parts then I, hee 
will make cleerer vie of 
them then I have done. 
This I amfſure of;that all- 
though 1 haue ſett this 
downe for yourLa : in 2. 

or 


rt. 

7 orz. dayes ( forit 1s noc 
7 longer fince you comman- 
: ded me todoe tt) yet itis 
! the produdtion and reſult 
! of many howers medita- 
| tionsby my ſelfe; or rather 
/ of ſome yeares : anda how, 
drye foeuer they may a 

peare toyour La : at the 
tuſt; yet I dare promiſe 
you that vpon your {ecod 
and third readings and 
reflexions ypon them , 
they will gaine more credit 
with you ; and you will 
(I know ) by ſuch appli- 
cation of. your thoughts 
vpon them , enlarge and 
refine, what dependeth of 
the ' maine heads far be- 
PE 
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yond any. thing I hau 
ſayd. For ſuch is 'the ns} 
ture of notions. that att 
wrought ., like the filks |! 
wormes ball, of ones owne |] 
ſubſtance : they afford fine }? 
and rhreads for a | 
good workman to weauc | 
mto a fayrepecce of ſtuffc: || 
whereas they that like þ 
bees' doe gather hony 
from - ſeuerall authors ; 
or that like Aunts , for 
make vp 'theic ſtore by 
whar they pickevp inthe 
originall crude fubſtance 
from others labours ; may 
peraduenture . in _ thei 
workes ſecme more plea- 
{an athefuſt taſte;orap- 


n7 
peare to haue a fayrer 
8 heapeat thefirſt view, but 
# the others webb is more 


v viefull, more ſubſtanuall, 


[7 and more durable. 


I beſcech God of his 
7 grace and goodnefle, in 
' thislife to enlighten your 
: Ia : vnderſtanding that 
you may diſcerne truth » 
and to diſpoſe your will 
that you may imbrace it; 
and in the next , to giue 
you part among Choſc 
glorious Apoſtles, Fathers, 
Dottors, and Martyrsthat 
deriuing the ſame truth 
from him, haue from hand 
rohand delivered 1t ouet 


to our tymes. 
FIN1S. 


